Do children speak grammatically? Some Thoughts from a 4 year old: Abe


Exercise:
i)
Underline all the finite verbs (and only the finite ones)


ii)
Put brackets around every subordinate clause 

*ABE:
I don't see it # Mommy # how do babies learn to talk?

*MOT:
ask your Dad that's his area.

*ABE:
ok Dad # how do babies learn to talk?

*FAT:
I'm not sure # Abe how do you think they learn?

*ABE:
I think they [/] they hear their mother and father talk to em and


they listen and that's how [/] how they learn how to talk.

*FAT:
I think you're right # Abe do babies try to learn how to talk or


do they just learn without trying?

*ABE:
they try to learn they try really hardest right?

*FAT:
right I think you're right again does somebody teach babies how to


talk or do they just learn how to talk?

*ABE:
they just learn.

*FAT:
are you sure?

*ABE:
yeah cause babies don't go to school they're littlest and


schools are for biggest people.

*FAT:
I see.

Abe 3;9.5 (74 –316)

*MOT: 
do you want to tell me another dream?

*ABE:
yeah the first one is “how can I fly without any wings”?

*ABE:
this guy said “how can I fly if I don't have any wings” and the next morning he growed wings so he could fly he was just a person and his wings kept growing so the next morning he flied forever and he couldn't stop and know what?

*MOT:
what?

*ABE:
the next morning the mommy people said “kid # I'm going” and [/] and [/] and the kid knowed that because the Mommy telled him before did you know that?

*ABE:
that's the end.

*MOT:
that's the end of that one?

*ABE:
yeah wasn't that one short?

Abe 4;0.16 (155: 117)

*FAT:
what?

*ABE:
I said “what would have you done if your chair said ow!”

*ABE:
when you sitted on it?

*FAT:
I'd have been surprised.

*ABE:
I thought you would run away I'd say to the chair “if I was a chair # I'd be a chair but if I wasn't a chair # I wouldn't be a chair but if I was a chair # I'd let people sit on me” that's what I would have said I would do that # Dad.

*FAT:
oh that's pretty good advice.
Abe 4;10.15  (202:163-86)
Journal Assignment 1, for Tuesday, Feb. 14


 (i) find a paragraph of English prose which uses a present participle (a V-ing form) in a progressive construction and


(ii) find a paragraph of English prose which uses a past participle (a V-ing form) in a perfect construction.

Journal Assignment 2, for Tuesday, Feb. 21. Your choice: Either...

1) Find at least one remote conditional construction and at least one open conditional construction (cf. H&P, pp. 46-47).
Or...

2)  Find two short passages of narrative prose (say 1-2 paragraphs), one of which consists entirely or primarily imperfective situations, and one which is entirely or primarily perfective.

Journal Assignment 3, for Tuesday, Feb. 28.

Find at least one sentence to illustrate each of the five canonical clause structures given on p. 78: ordinary intransitive, complex-intransitive, ordinary monotransitive, complex-transitive, and ditransitive. 

For each example underline every complement of the verb and put every adjunct (if there are any) in parentheses.

Journal Assignment 4, for Tuesday, March  7

Find examples of each of the following:


i) A noun phrase (NP) that contains another NP . Place square brackets around each NP and underline the head nouns in each.


ii) An NP with a Prepositional Phrase (PP) complement.


iii) An NP with a modifier before the head of the Determinative Phrase (DP) 


iv)  An NP with an external modifier.

Journal Assignment 5, for Spring Break

Choose a passage of 20-50 words of prose or poetry (i.e. one or two subtantial sentences), and analyze its  grammar as thoroughly as you can. Here are some of the things you might focus on:


i) 
Find and underline every noun, put labelled brackets around every NP, and identify any complements or modifiers  of each N.


ii) 
Find and circle every verb-predicator, put labelled brackets around every VP-predicate, and identify the complements or modifiers of  each V.


iii) 
Find every preposition, and put labelled brackets around every PP.

Journal Assignment 6 and 7, for Tuesday, April 2


i) 
Analyze Stevens’ The Snow Man: 

Identify the main verb (predicator) in each clause and mark each constituent which is a complement (and NOT a modifier!) of a verb.

Indicate the licensor for each of the subordinate clauses.


ii) 
Find a few (at least 3) Non-affirmative items other than the ones discussed in H&P:
(e.g. any, ever, lift a finger, sleep a wink, give a damn....). Find one attested use for each item you cite, and provide some evidence (based on your own or another speaker’s judgements that the item is polarity sensitive. 

Journal Assignment 8:
  Find at least five different sentences including a relative clause. Among your finds you should be able to point out examples of: 

(i) Both wh- and non-wh relative clauses

(ii)  A relative clause in which the relativised element is Subject.

(iii)  A relative clause in which the relativised element is Object.

(iv)  A relative clause in which the relativised element is an Adjunct.

(v)  A relative clause in which the relativised element is Genitive.

Diagramming Exercise (from James Joyce’s “The Dead”)

Underline each head noun, put each determiner in (parentheses), and place [square brackets] around each complete NP. 

Lily, the caretaker’s daughter, was literally run off her feet. Hardly had she brought one gentleman into the little pantry behind the office on the ground floor and helped him off with his overcoat than the wheezy hall-door bell clanged again and she had to scamper along the bare hallway to let in another guest. It was well for her she had not to attend to the ladies also. But Miss Kate and Miss Julia had thought of that and had converted the bathroom upstairs into a ladies’ dressing-room. Miss Kate and Miss Julia were there, gossiping and laughing and fussing, walking after each other to the head of the stairs, peering down over the banisters and calling down to Lily to ask her who had come.

Subject and Predicate Exercise : Underline each overt subject, and place labelled brackets around each predicate. Note and identify any expletive subjects.
The Luckiest Guy on the Lower East Side 
(Stephin Merrit)

Andy would bicycle across town in the rain to bring you 

candy and John would buy the gown for you to wear to the 

 prom with Tom the astronomer who'd name a star for you

 (C): But I'm the luckiest guy on the Lower East Side 

 cause I've got wheels and you want to go for a ride

 Harry is the one I think you'll marry but it's Chris 

 that you kissed after school I'm a fool, there's no doubt 

 but when the sun comes out and only when the sun 

 comes out... (C) The day is beautiful and so are you 

 My car is ugly but then I'm ugly too I know you'd 

 never give me a second glance but when the weather's 

 nice all the other guys don't stand a chance 

 I know Professor Blumen makes you feel like a woman 

 but when the wind is in your hair you laugh like a little girl 

 So you share secrets with Lou but we've got secrets too 

 Well, one: I only keep this heap for you 

 cause I'm the ugliest guy on the Lower East Side 

 but I've got wheels and you want to go for a ride

 Want to go for a ride?
Green Man Exercise

Consider the following passage from the story “The Green Man” by G. K. Chesterton” and look for at least two examples of each of the following:

an instance of the progressive construction, an instance of the perfect construction, an imperfective verb in the simple past, a perfective verb in the simple past, a verb in the simple present, and a non-finite verb phrase.
A young man in knickerbockers, with an eager sanguine profile, was playing golf against himself on the links that lay parallel to the sand and the sea, which were all growing grey with twilight.  He was not carelessly knocking a ball about, but rather practising particular strokes with a sort of microscopic fury; like a neat and tidy whirlwind. He had learned many games quickly, but he had a disposition to learn them a little more quickly than they can be learnt. He was rather prone to be a victim of those remarkable invitations by which a man may learn the Violin in Six Lessons — acquire a perfect French accent by a Correspondence Course...

With an athletic stride, the young man, whose name was Harold Harker, crested the rise of turf that was the rampart of the links and, looking out across the sands to the sea, saw a strange sight. He did not see it very clearly; for the dusk was darkening every minute under stormy clouds; but it seemed to him, by a sort of momentary illusion, like a dream of days long past or a dream played by ghosts, out of another age in history.

The last of the sunset lay in long bars of copper and gold above the last dark strip of sea that seemed rather black than blue. But blacker still against this gleam in the west, there passed in sharp outline, like figures in a shadow pantomine, two men, with three-cornered hats and swords; as if they had just landed from one of the wooden ships of Nelson. It was not at all the sort of hallucination that would have come natural to Mr Harker, had he been prone to hallucinations. He was of the type that is at once sanguine and scientific; and would be more likely to fancy the flying-ships of the future than the fighting-ships of the past. He therefore very sensibly came to the conclusion that even a futurist can believe his eyes.
Subordination Exercises

a.  Underline the verbs. 

b.  Parenthesize (the subjects). 

c.  Identify every subordinate clause and place it [in [square brackets]].

Laurence Sterne (1759-67) The Life and Opinions of Tristram Shandy, Gentleman 

I wish either my father or my mother, or indeed both of them, as they were in duty both equally bound to it, had minded what they were about when they begot me; had they duly consider'd how much depended upon what they were then doing;--that not only the production of a rational Being was concerned in it, but that possibly the happy formation and temperature of his body, perhaps his genius and the very cast of his mind;--and, for aught they knew to the contrary, even the fortunes of his whole house might take their turn from the humours and dispositions which were then uppermost;--Had they duly weighed  and considered all this, and proceeded accordingly,--I am verily persuaded I should have made a quite different figure in the world, from that in which the reader is likely to see me.

Jane Austen (1775-1817) from Emma, Chapter 1
Emma Woodhouse, handsome, clever, and rich, with a comfortable home and happy disposition, seemed to unite some of the best blessings of existence; and had lived nearly twenty-one years in the world with very little to distress or vex her.

    She was the youngest of the two daughters of a most affectionate, indulgent father, and had, in consequence of her sister's marriage, been mistress of his house from a very early period. Her mother had died too long ago for her to have more than an indistinct remembrance of her caresses, and her place had been supplied by an excellent woman as governess, who had fallen little short of a mother in affection.

    Sixteen years had Miss Taylor been in Mr. Woodhouse's family, less as a governess than a friend, very fond of both daughters, but particularly of Emma. Between them it was more the intimacy of sisters. Even before Miss Taylor had ceased to hold the nominal office of governess, the mildness of her temper had hardly allowed her to impose any restraint; and the shadow of authority being now long passed away, they had been living together as friend and friend very mutually attached, and Emma doing just what she liked; highly esteeming Miss Taylor's judgment, but directed chiefly by her own.

    The real evils indeed of Emma's situation were the power of having rather too much her own way, and a disposition to think a little too well of herself; these were the disadvantages which threatened alloy to her many enjoyments. The danger, however, was at present so unperceived, that they did not by any means rank as misfortunes with her.

In the passage below all of the finite subordinate clauses have been surrounded by square brackets (non-finite clauses and solitary and coordinated main clauses have not been marked). For each finite subordinate clause, identify its clause type and its function in the sentence in which it appears. For relative clauses, state they type (wh-relative, that relative, bare relative, or fused relative) identify the antecedent (if there is one) and state the function of the R-element in the relative clause.

from “An Essay on Conversation” by Jonathan Swift (1704)

. . . Most things pursued by men for the happiness of public or private life our wit or folly have so refined, [that they seldom subsist but in idea]; a true friend, a good marriage, a perfect form of government, with some others, require so many ingredients, so good in their several kinds, and so much niceness in mixing them, [that for some thousands of years men have despaired of reducing their schemes to perfection]. But in conversation it is or might be otherwise; for here we are only to avoid a multitude of errors, [which, although a matter of some difficulty, may be in every man's power, for want [of which it remaineth as mere an idea as the other]]. Therefore it seemeth to me [that the truest way to understand conversation is to know the faults and errors [to which it is subject], and from thence every man to form maxims to himself [whereby it may be regulated]], because [it requireth few talents [to which most men are not born, or at least may not acquire without any great genius or study]]. For nature hath left every man a capacity of being agreeable, though not of shining in company; and there are a hundred men sufficiently qualified for both, [who, by a very few faults [that they might correct in half an hour], are not so much as tolerable].

. . . And in this discourse it will be necessary to note those errors [that are obvious], as well as others [which are seldomer observed], since [there are few so obvious or acknowledged [into which most men, some time or other, are not apt to run]].

For instance, nothing is more generally exploded [than the folly of talking too much]; yet I rarely remember to have seen five people together [where some one among them hath not been predominant in that kind, to the great constraint and disgust of all the rest]. But among [such as deal in multitudes of words], none are comparable to the sober deliberate talker, [who proceedeth with much thought and caution, maketh his preface, brancheth out into several digressions, findeth a hint [that putteth him in mind of another story, [which he promiseth to tell you [when this is done]]]; cometh back regularly to his subject, cannot readily call to mind some person's name, holdeth his head, complaineth of his memory; the whole company all this while in suspense; at length, says he, it is no matter, and so goes on]. And, to crown the business, it perhaps proveth at last a story [the company hath heard fifty times before]; or, at best, some insipid adventure of the relater.
