
Readings in Preparation for Lecture on Uses of Attica

Motive 1: The Prison Reform Motive

Characters of Motive

“Slaughter at Attica,” Nation, 213 (27 Sep 1971), 258.
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The Demands of the Prisoners

Editorial, The Charlotte Observer, rpt. in Editorials on File, 2 (16-30 Sep 1971), 1247.

Retaking the Prison

“Bloody Attica: Furies Unleashed,” Newsweek, 78 (27 Sep 1971), 22.
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Lessons from Attica

Representative William F. Ryan, speech on the floor of United States Congress, House of
Representatives, 15 Sep 1971.  Rpt. Congressional Record, 15 Sep 1971, H8495.
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Motive 2: Rejection and Revolution

Characters

Hundred Flowers, 22 Oct 1971, 13.



5

“The Battle of Attica,” Guardian, 22 Sep 1971, 9.

class and racial authority and dominance.”

“If Necessary . . . We’ll Do It Again,” Chicago Seed, 7.6, 8.
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The Retaking

“If Necessary . . . We’ll Do It Again,” Chicago Seed, 7.6, 8.

“They came in really believing that throats

Lessons from Attica

“The Battle of Attica,” Guardian, 27 Sep 1971, 8.
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Motive 3: Attica in the Family of Revolution

The Characters and the Conditions

 Thomas Lane, “Attica–Revolution in Prison,” Wanderer, 30 Sep 1971, 14.

“Attica: Story of a Prison Riot.” Human Events, 15 Sep 1971, 1.

would make each participant a “hero.”

Editorial, Portland [Maine]Evening Express, 14 Sep 1971, rpt. in Editorials on File, 15-30 Sep
1971, 1153.
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The Uprising

Ralph de Toledano, “Radicals Demand Prisons Be Abolished,” Human Events, 23 Oct 1971, 9.

The Retaking of the Prison

Editorial, Indianapolis Star, 16 Sep 1971, rpt. Editorials on File, 15-30 Sep 1971, 1153.

Lessons from Attica

Victor Riesel, “Radical ‘Inmate Councils’ Stir Prison Revolts,” Human Events, 2 Oct 1971, 8.
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“Attica: The Story of a Prison Riot,” Human Events, 25 Sep 1971, 6.

Motive 4: Law and Order

The Characters and Conditions

Editorial, Richmond News Leader, 14 Sep 1971, rpt. Editorials on File, 16-30 Sep 1971, 1148.

Editorial, [Memphis] Commercial Appeal, 14 Sep 1971, rpt. Editorials on File, 16-30 Sep 1971,
1151.



10

The Retaking

Editorial, St. Louis Globe-Democrat, 14 Sep 1971,  rpt. Editorials on File, 16-30 Sep 1971, 1149.

Lessons to be Learned from Attica

Editorial, Sioux Falls, SD, Argus Leader, 14 Sep 1971, rpt. Editorials on File, 16-30 Sep 1971,
1150.

Editorial, St. Louis Globe-Democrat, 22 Sep 1971,  rpt. Editorials on File, 16-30 Sep 1971, 1246.


